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Mom, Music, Memory
• Earliest Learning Experiences 

• Melodies Soothe - Brahms’ Lullaby 

• Melodies Teach - Alphabet Song



From Language to Melodies

• The Limerick 

• Fixed cadence 

• Set rhyme scheme - A-A-B-B-A 

• Words have rhythm and flow



I confess that I truly can’t see (9) 
Solving problems mathematically (9) 

So don’t ask me then (5) 
How to double 2n (6) 

Cuz it all seems so 4n to me (9)



A chemist was studying, see (8) 
A fire hydrant’s odd chemist-ry (8) 

Inside it you know (5) 
There was H-2-O (5) 

On the outside she found K-9-P (9)



Challenges

Technical Accuracy 
Rhymes  

Matching Cadence 
Depth



Start With Simple Tunes

• Battle Hymn of the Republic 

• Let It Be 

• America the Beautiful





Rules

• Word rhythms must match verse/song 
rhythms

• Count syllables and match carefully

• Don’t get stuck on words/phrases that 
break the rhythm

• Start with easy rhyme schemes



Matching Cadences

• Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious (14) 

• Glucose molecules are made by using two 
pyruvates (14) 

• Gluconeogenesis is so exasperating (14) 

• Superoxide dismutase is super catalytic (14)





“Cheater” Melodies Are Hard

• John Songs (Cheat) vs Paul Songs (Rules) 

• Paul uses one syllable per note  

• “Let It Be” 

• John stretches syllables across multiple notes 

• “I wanna hold your ha-a-a-a-a-a-nd”



A Paul Song 



A John Song



Summary
• Language is melodic 

• Melodies reinforce lyrics when matched 

• Syllables matter 

• Start simple - Start with Paul songs 

• Metabolic Melodies - over 100 free downloads at 
www.davincipress.com

http://www.davincipress.com



