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Background
Introductory statistics courses are often the first time students are exposed to statistics 
and its versatility across disciplines.  Professors of introductory courses often struggle 
to engage their students, because students do not see a connection between the 
curriculum and their future careers. With this goal in mind, the faculty at the University 
of Virginia host “Stats Live!” for introductory and intermediate statistics students.  • The event’s main purpose is to connect students to professionals in various fields with the 

theme of ‘data and its everyday uses’ through panels and workshops. • Students across various introductory and intermediate statistics courses attend (over 500 
students).
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Logistics
● Decide on the classes to be 

involved
● Find a location with the 

appropriate capacity
● Invite a panel of speakers *
● Decide to hold event virtually 

or in person *



Logistics: Invite a Panel
Selecting a panel, may seem like a simple task. However, there 
are several factors to consider when doing so:

• Do you have a budget to compensate panelists?
○ The Department of Statistics at UVA had a grant to support panelists 

for the first two year, but for the past year, panelists have been 
volunteering their time freely

• What is the demographic of your students?
○ Biostats, business, gen ed, stat majors

• Are the panelists available on the date?





Logistics: Virtual vs In Person
Virtual

● Easier to coordinate with panelists out 
of town

● Record & meet via Zoom
● Less personal with students
● More likely to have tech issues

In Person

● Ability to have interactive workshop
● Limited to panelists in the area
● More personal with a limited class 

size
● Less likely to depend on tech
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Integrate to a class

● Add the event to your syllabus 
calendar

● Weight the event with a 
portion of the grade

● Create an assignment to go 
with the event *

● Students should be prepared 
to hear from the speakers



Integrate: Create an assignment
We have found students are more likely to attend and be engaged in the event when 
there is an assignment associated with it. (Beyond extra credit)

● Pre-Assignment
○ Read information about the speakers, when relevant and available works created
○ For upper level workshops, sometimes a lab assignment is created based on data 

provided by the speaker

● Attend the event
○ Attendance is taken
○ If students have class, the event is recorded and shared later

● Post-Event Reflection
○ Students submit a ~1 page reflection about the event with guided prompts
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Day of and Follow up

● Test the technology in the room
● Assign TAs to handle class sign in
● Develop a program for the event *
● Establish “rules” for the event
● Review student reflections



Day of: Planning a Program
It is important to be prepared with a program, instead of “winging it” and hoping the panelists will lead 
the conversation.

● Introduce the hosts and panel
● Panelists should have some “prepared questions”:

○ How did you end up in your career? 
○ What does your typical day-to-day look like? 
○ What is your favorite aspect of your job? 
○ What would you recommend to students who want to choose a similar career path?

● Have “pre-selected” questions from the pre-assignment with students prepared to ask them
● Fill the remaining 10-15 minutes with live questions from students
● Time permitting, and depending on availability of speakers, hold a reception to follow for further 

discussion



Impact on students
“I  found that a big takeaway for me was that there are many way statistics can be applied to different careers. Although I 
previously knew that there are many ways to use statistics in this field, I found it interesting that there are many different 
careers that have statistics in them. I also found it useful to learn that statistics can be transferred into other interests.”

“The symposium was a very effective supplement to our regular class because it turned my focus away from the actual 
content and towards application. This is especially helpful for this class because instead of only hearing about numerous 
theoretical situations, we were able to see examples of how real professionals interact with these strategies that we learn in 
class and how they apply them so that we can understand their conclusions in the news or a newspaper. This has made me 
appreciate what we learn, as well as understand why the strategies are so important to receive an accurate result.”

“My main conclusions from this symposium are that statistics is very essential to many different career paths, an 
understanding of statistics can help grow my critical thinking and analysis skills, and that statistics programs such as R and 
RStudio are looked well upon by employers as a very beneficial skill set to have. I plan to take at least one more statistics
course after this semester and I think that statistics will definitely help me in higher level biology classes to enhance my 
understanding.”


