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As you prepare for the upcoming school year, you most likely have already thought about how your statistics class went last year. Think back to moments throughout individual class sessions as well as the year as a whole and respond to the following questions. Your answers will guide the development of an area of focus for your classroom research project.

What went well? What were you happiest about?

What went poorly? What discouraged you most?

What would you like to change for next year?

REMEMBER OUR FOCUS:

IMPROVING OUR TEACHING ( IMPROVING STUDENTS’ LEARNING

Notes from peer debriefing:
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Area of Focus Statement
Writing the area of focus statement can be challenging because you want this to be very clear and concise. Everything you do for the rest of your study comes back to this statement.

First, think about your selected ideas for change. Do they focus on classroom practice, self-study, lesson development, assessment techniques, or student outcomes?
Now finish the following sentence with the above focus highlighted and revise it after each peer discussion to be more specific.

What I’d like to try this year is … 
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Resource Search Strategy

Once you’ve identified a general area to work with, it’s time to do the legwork necessary to find resources and ideas you’ll need to prepare and implement your action plan. These resources can come from a number of sources:

(1) Peers

(2) Internet (WATCH authenticity of website)

(3) CAUSE resource web (www.causeweb.org)

(4) ARTIST website (for assessment tools)

(5) Professional organizations (journals, magazines, websites, workshops)

(6) Literature review (esp. statistics education journals such as Teaching Statistics, Journal of Statistics Education, Chance)

With limited time and access to most of these, we’ll focus today’s work on peer suggestions working in groups of 4. Keep track of ideas from your peers on the back of this page. Highlight keywords you might use to search online when you get home. As one or more strike your interest, begin to explore the following:

· Will it work in your classroom?

· Do you have the time to implement the idea?

· Do you have (or have access to) the necessary materials to implement the idea?

· Will all of your students (focusing particularly on ability levels) benefit from this idea?

· Will this idea fold into the current class structure, or are other changes necessary to incorporate it?
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RESOURCE IDEAS FROM PEERS
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The Action Plan

In the grid below, list the steps you need to take to implement the option you selected. Include in the second column how you will monitor whether you are meeting your goals with this options, and list in the third column data you could collect to help you monitor this option.
	Action Step
	How I Will Monitor
	Data to Collect

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


The Action Plan Timeline
Another good organizer is some kind of timetable that lays out each step of the action plan, how long it will take, and what exactly will happen. I also sometimes remind myself of the data I will be collecting for that step. A model I use is below – you should of course adapt this to your needs.

	Time Block
	Activity & Materials
	Data to Collect

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Classroom Journal

This is a sample of the journal I use during class – it gives me a quick stop to record thoughts for later reflection. Again, you should adapt this to your needs.

Course:




Section:

Class date:
___-_________-2005

Start:    ___:___
End:
___:___

Start:    ___:___
End:
___:___

Topics/business covered:

Student comments/questions:

My observations:

Things to look into:
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