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	To paraphrase H. G. Wells, the time may not be very far away when it will be as necessary to understand basic statistics as it is to read and write.





	Much has been discussed and written about how to prepare today’s students for the future. The College Mathematics Journal published a series of articles titled, “Should Mathematicians Teach Statistics?”  The general consensus emerging from conferences, committee reports, and journal articles is that the teaching of statistics must change.  To foster the appreciation,  understanding and broad utility of statistics, we must move away from the mathematical and probabilistic approach, and focus on variation, data collection, graphical display of data, design of experiments and the solving of real world problems.  This will require a new level of subject matter expertise and teaching skill, and those knowledgeable in the profession of statistics will do the best job communicating it to others.  NSF has sponsored Conference/Workshops at the national level in an attempt to jump start the process of professional development for teachers of statistics. 





	The question is, “What are we doing to best help these teachers to prepare the  students for tomorrow?”








What I have done:





1.  Funding proposals submitted:


A.	Monroe Community College Academic Services and Strategic Planning Committee Instructional Development Project, Summer Session 1996:  Planning a 1997 Introductory Statistics Conference/Workshop.  [Proposal was funded.]





B.	SUNY Conversations in the Disciplines Program:  Lies, Damn Lies, Statistics: Conversations to Improving Statistical Reasoning.  [Proposal was not funded.] 





C.	Monroe Community College Strategic Planning Funding Pre-Proposal, 1996-97:  Lies, Damned Lies, Statistics: Improving Statistical Reasoning.  [Final Proposal was requested.] 





D.	Monroe Community College Strategic Planning Funding Final Proposal:  Lies, Damned Lies, Statistics: Improving Statistical Reasoning.  [Submitted, results not yet known.]


2.  Application submitted:


	I applied to attend a NSF Statistics Summer Workshop, STATS.  [Was not selected to attended.]





3.  Additionally:





	As a follow-up to the STATS Workshop rejection, I contacted the two statisticians in charge and it became apparent that they had much insight on funding strategies, leads to potential speakers, etc. and were very willing to share these insights with me.  I made arrangements to visit them, one in Carlisle, PA and the other in Philadelphia.  On June 4, I met with both of them in Carlisle.  We discussed at length my thoughts for a series of conference/ workshops and a variety of possible funding strategies, possible speakers, etc. and the relationship between their workshops and the series I am proposing.  





	An interesting development followed.  They asked if MCC would be willing to host a regional STATS Workshop this Fall.  This would be an 8-hour, one-day (probably a Saturday; 10/26, 11/2, 11/9 were mentioned as possible dates) workshop for 24 mathematics teachers of beginning level statistics.  This workshop would be part of their NSF sponsored series of workshops and would serve as an ideal initial workshop for the series that I have been working towards. 





	The details are not complete, but they are somewhat like this:


		We provide:	a computer classroom for 24 participants,


				make all necessary local arrangements, ....





		They provide:	the advertising for the workshop,


				they select the participants,


				they provide the speakers and all materials,


				they pay for lunch, ....





	NSF is interested in facilitating this professional development at the national and regional level.  Others need to pick up the local level.  The NSF line of reasoning would have one representative from each of 24 different colleges attend the workshop and then have each of those 24 go back to their own community and teach the information just learned to their local colleagues. 





	I look forward to hearing your thoughts and suggestions.  Call me,  624-9088.








�


	For Your Information:	At MCC we have:


		a) 17 full-time and 14 adjunct faculty teaching statistics, 


		b) 1500 plus students enroll in statistics annually,


		c) 50 plus sections of statistics are taught annually.
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