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   Just got back from the two day Beyond the Formula conference held at Monroe Community College in Rochester, NY.  This is the fourth year I have attended and each year I learn something new and find new ways to think about what I am doing in the classroom.

   This year the emphasis was on assessment and the content of a first course in statistics with a wide variety of sessions offered.  The attendees are a mix of AP stat teachers, 2-year college teachers and 4-year college teachers.   Brad Hartlaub and Linda Young were two of the presenters.   Sessions addressed issues that were relevant to AP teachers, but also college teachers.  I think that is one of the strengths of this particular conference.

   Participants were both local and not so local (California and UK).    The campus building was beautiful and the food excellent.  The atmosphere was informal and many interesting ideas were continued during the meal breaks.

   The conference fee is very reasonable (don't know how Bob manages to break even) and Rochester is very near Niagara Falls and just across the lake from Toronto.

   Hope to see you there next year.

Mary

=========================== ==============

8/17/04

Bob:
I just returned to the office this morning and wanted to take a minute to thank you for the great conference.  I enjoyed the participants, the organization, and the setting.  Keep up the good work!
Kirk 

=========================== ==============

8/18/04

And thank YOU for the opportunity.  In a summer filled with workshops and conferences, this was a high point for me.  Thanks!

Rob

=========================== ==============

8/18/04

Bob

A big warm thanks go to you and your committee for the hospitality and support you extended to Marge and I and Roger and Gale during our participation in the BTF conference. I found the conference a very worthwhile experience and wish you much good fortune in the future. Your leadership is, and continues to be, critical to the success of this important conference.

Please let me know if I can be of help to you.

Thanks again

Ron

=========================== ==============

8/18/04

Bob:  You're quite welcome!  Thanks to you for all your efforts to put this conference together.  Roger

=========================== ==============

8/18/04

Bob,

Thank you so much to you and folks at MCC for having such a wonderful conference. I enjoyed it greatly.

Carl

=========================== ==============

8/20/04

Hi Bob:

Thank you for the invitation to attend this conference that I have been hearing so many good things about over the last few years.  You have done a great service for the teachers in the Rochester area, and I was impressed by the overall structure of the conference.  You were able to pull together three different audiences, high school teachers, two-year college professors, and 4-year college professors, with a fantastic two-day event that had something for everyone who participated.

Take care,

Brad

===================== ===================

Notes from MCC

8/23/04

Bob:

And thank you for your hard work and leadership.  They are greatly appreciated.  

Chet

================ ================= ==========

Notes from participants

8/17/04

"Donald Macnaughton" <donmac@matstat.com>

Bob,

By all means please feel free to use the posting. 

As always, I greatly enjoyed the conference because it had well chosen speakers.  (I also thought the food was quite good and the facilities fine.) For next year it would be interesting to see further discussion of statistical concepts.

Don

============ ============ ============

8/20/04

Bob and Pat,

The conference was ‘Top Shelf’ and I enjoyed it immensely.  Thanks for providing me the opportunity to participate.

Regards,

Joe Gallo

============ ============ ============

