BIOGRAPHIES

The Speakers

Joan B. Garfield 

Joan Garfield is a Professor of Educational Psychology at the University of Minnesota. She is also the Morse-Alumni Distinguished Teacher of Statistics. She has been working in the area of statistics education for the past 20 years. Much of her work has been in the area of statistical reasoning, student assessment and program evaluation. She has been active in the national and international statistics education communities. She has published articles and book chapters on teaching statistics and assessing statistical learning, and has co-edited two books on statistics education. 

James Bohan

Jim Bohan is the K-12 Mathematics Program Coordinator at Manheim Township School District in Lancaster, PA.  He is a veteran of more than 30 years teaching in parochial, private and public high schools.  In addition, he has been and continues to be an adjunct instructor of mathematics and Statistics at several colleges and universities in Illinois and his present home of Pennsylvania.  Jim is a consultant to the College Board for AP Calculus and AP Statistics.  In addition, he is a member of the AP Statistics Test Development Committee for ETS.  He has published his syllabus in the AP Statistics Teachers' Guide and has published an AP Statistics Review through Amsco School Publishing.  Jim is a frequent presenter at NCTM and NCSM annual meetings focusing on issues of Standards, Assessment, the Use of Technology in Mathematics and Statistics Education and Statistical Education.  He presently is the director of the NCSM Leadership Academies and consults regularly with the Pennsylvania Department of Education on the PA State Mathematics Standards and the Pennsylvania State Assessment System.  He continues to be very active in professional mathematics organizations and has served as a member of the NCTM Regional Services Committee and as a Regional Director for NCSM.  Jim has earned a Master of Arts in Mathematics from Loyola University in Chicago, Illinois and recently completed a Master of Science in Applied Statistics at Villanova University in Philadelphia, PA.

Beth L. Chance

Beth Chance has been at Cal Poly since 1999.  Before that she taught in the Mathematics Department at University of the Pacific.  Her Ph.D. (Operations Research) is from Cornell and her undergraduate degree is from Harvey Mudd (Applied Math).  She also has minors in psychology and education.  Her research interests include methods of enhancing student learning of statistics, particularly through technology and alternative assessment methods.  She is co-author of Workshop Statistics and co-editor of STATS: The Magazine for Students of Statistics with Allan Rossman.  Together they have given numerous workshops on teaching statistics and are currently working on a new curriculum project.  She has been a table leader and consultant for AP Statistics for several years.  She collaborated with Jim Bohan on AP Statistics: Preparing for the Advanced Placement Exam and has served on the editorial boards of the Journal of Statistics Education and JASA – Book Reviews.

Kent Gardner

Established in 1915 by Kodak’s George Eastman, CGR is a nonprofit research and management consulting organization working principally in NYS.  A typical consultant, Dr. Gardner is a mile wide (µ=1.132 miles, =0.234) and an inch deep (µ=0.964 inches, =0.632).  Depending on the week, he serves CGR as chief economist, energy guru, health policy analyst, education reformer and performs other tasks as assigned.  Recent engagements include analysis of the safety and supply implications of continued operation of the Indian Point nuclear power plants just north of NYC on the Hudson River (on behalf of the Westchester Public Issues Institute) and a financial assessment of graduate medical education for the University of Rochester Medical Center.  In a former life, Gardner was Associate Professor of Economics at SUNY Potsdam, a position that offered the opportunity to teach introductory statistics to eager and attentive college students who were taking the course just as a fun elective.  Gardner received his BA, MA & Ph.D. from the Department of Agricultural & Applied Economics at the University of Wisconsin-Madison.  

Elizabeth Heston

As a former Assistant Professor of Mathematics at Monroe Community College, Elizabeth Heston taught most math courses including Statistics and Mathematics for Elementary Teachers. Elizabeth is currently presenting workshops on mathematics content, inquiry methods of instruction, and developing a uniform mathematics curriculum for grades 5-8 mathematics teachers in 13 school districts in the five-county area surrounding Saratoga Springs, New York.  She facilitates enrichment programs in probability, statistics and problem solving for students in area middle schools.   Elizabeth will be the Lecturer/Assistant to the Director of Quantitative Reasoning at Skidmore College this fall.  She received her degrees in mathematics education from Miami University (BS) and SUNY Brockport (MS).

Patricia J. Kuby
Patricia J. Kuby is Assistant Professor of Mathematics at Monroe Community College in Rochester, New York.  She received both her BS in Mathematics and MS in Quality and Applied Statistics from the Rochester Institute of Technology.  Patricia is the co-author of Elementary Statistics, 8th edition, a Duxbury Press publication as well as the author of the accompanying Instructor’s Resource Manual and Statistical Tutor.  Patricia has been an active class tester and user of CyberStats for the last few years and co-presented the use of CyberStats in ‘Teaching Statistics Online: On- and Off-Campus’ at the 2001 AMATYC conference.  She also presented workshops on the use of Minitab at the Beyond the Formula II conference. Prior to her position at MCC, Patricia taught at RIT and worked as a statistician and programmer for General Motors.  She received the Excellence in Adjunct Teaching Award while at RIT.

Gary Kulis

Gary Kulis is an Assistant Professor at Mohawk Valley Community College and has taught in the Mathematics Department for 14 years.  He received his Masters of Arts degree in Mathematics from the State University of New York at Binghamton.  Gary is an adjunct faculty member in the Assessment Unit at Excelsior College and is retained as a consultant for reviewing that college's Statistics Examination.  He has been involved in curriculum development at MVCC and has recently helped with designing a statistics course to fulfill an articulation agreement between MVCC and a local high school.

David McNitt

David H. McNitt is Professor Emeritus of Mathematics at Monroe Community College. He has been at MCC for over 30 years and with Robert Johnson developed MTH 161, the Statistics II course currently being taught. Prior to coming to MCC David taught at Corning Community College were he developed two courses in Probability and Statistics. He began his teaching career at Shaker High School, North Colonie, NY. David has an MS in Basic Classroom Teaching from SUNY Albany and a Bachelor of Mechanical Engineering from Cornell University. He has done additional graduate study at Wesleyan University, CT and Rochester Institute of Technology.

Scott McNitt

Scott McNitt has worked in market research as a statistical modeler for the Sigma Marketing Group in Rochester for the past year.  Previous to that, Scott managed a state government research department in Texas focused on health and human service issues.  He has also done work in outcome evaluation and statistical forecasting.  Scott has taught introductory statistics as an adjunct faculty at Austin and Dutchess Community Colleges.  He has an undergraduate degree in math from RIT and a MS in statistics from the University of Connecticut.

Norayne Rosero

Norayne Rosero is an Associate Professor of Mathematics and has taught at Mohawk Valley Community College for 21 years.  She has served on various college-wide committees and currently chairs the Institutional Effectiveness Committee, which oversees institutional and student outcomes assessment at MVCC.  During the last year, Norayne served on a committee working to develop an articulation agreement for an introductory statistics course between the College and a local high school.  She received her Masters of Science degree in Mathematics from the State University of New York College at Potsdam and has completed additional coursework at Syracuse University.

Allan J. Rossman 

Allan J. Rossman is an Associate Professor in the Department of Statistics at Cal Poly in San Luis Obispo.  He received a Ph.D. in Statistics from Carnegie Mellon University and taught for twelve years at Dickinson College.  He is co-author of the Workshop Statistics series of course books that consist of activities designed to lead students to discover and explore ideas of introductory statistics.  He currently has an NSF grant with Beth Chance to develop curricular materials at the post-calculus level.  He served as Project Director of the MAA’s NSF-funded STATS project, which conducted a series of professional development workshops for mathematicians who teach statistics.  A Fellow of the ASA, Dr. Rossman has served as Chair of the Statistical Education section of the ASA and as Chair of the ASA/MAA Committee on Undergraduate Statistics.  He and Beth Chance are co-editors of STATS: The Magazine for Students of Statistics.  Dr. Rossman has participated in the reading of AP Statistics exams and has conducted dozens of workshops for teachers of statistics at K-12 as well as undergraduate levels.

John D. Spurrier

John D. Spurrier received the Ph.D. in Statistics from the University of Missouri in 1974.  Following graduation, he joined the faculty of the University of South Carolina where he holds the rank of Professor of Statistics. While on the faculty, he has served terms as Department Chair, Graduate Director, and Director of the statistical consulting center.  He has received the University of South Carolina's two highest teaching awards and was the first recipient of the national Mu Sigma Rho Statistical Education Award.  He has co-authored a laboratory manual for hands-on experiments in elementary statistics and authored a text for a capstone course in statistics.  Both texts were supported by grants from the National Science Foundation.  He has led two NSF supported workshops on using hands-on experiments in elementary statistics and two other workshops on teaching a capstone course in statistics.  He has published 81 papers on a variety of topics including multiple comparisons, nonparametric statistics, and statistics education.  He served for 10 years as an Associate Editor of the journal Technometrics.  He has been an officer of the ASA Section on Physical and Engineering Sciences and of the South Carolina Chapter of ASA.

Paul F. Velleman

Paul Velleman has taught statistics at Cornell University for 27 years. He holds an AB from Dartmouth College in mathematics and Social Science, and MS and Ph.D. degrees from Princeton University in Statistics, where he studied with John Tukey. He is a Fellow of the American Statistical Association, past Chair of its Statistical Computing Section, and a Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science. He has been awarded the EDUCOM medal for innovative uses of computers in teaching statistics. He is the co-author of the book ABC's of Exploratory Data Analysis. He is the author and designer of the multimedia statistics CD-ROM, ActivStats, and the developer of the award-winning statistics program, Data Desk, and the internet site, Data And Story Library (DASL), which provides data sets for teaching statistics. For relaxation, Paul sings barbershop. He is the father of two. 
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